AUSPEX AUSTRALIS :  A PROPOSAL

Auspex: an observer of birds... one who tries to discern the significance of their presence and behaviour and use it as a guide for predicting future events. 
Australis: of or coming from the south
Auspex is:

· A development of the Trajectories project created by Dave Carson and Phil Mouldycliff looking at “the flight and plight” of birds endemic to Christmas Island in the Indian Ocean.

· An experimental Art-based project drawing on Scientific Research carried out by Dr Janos Hennicke and others at the Pink House research Station on C.I.

· A creative vehicle for highlighting the importance of C.I. as an ecological barometer and for attracting wider public attention to its unique habitat.

Auspex will:

· Consist of a number of discrete elements including film, photographs, artworks and soundscapes, which when installed together on a series of floor and wall-mounted grid structures, present the audience with an immersive experience relating both to contemporary art practice and current scientific research.

· Create a semi-permanent installation on C.I. bringing together contributions from a selected group of artists working in a variety of media to reflect on aspects and issues pertinent to the Island's unique ecology from the perspective of “outsiders looking in”.

· Develop a touring exhibition which will initially visit Museums and Art Galleries in Australia and then move to Europe, with the potential to visit other venues and countries where appropriate.

· Make available supporting material in a variety of formats to provide both educational and promotional resources for use on and off the Island.     

The Auspex team presently consists of:

· Dave Carson, team leader, Southern hemisphere touring coordinator and multimedia artist, who is one of the leading practitioners in developing high resolution dome projections using cutting edge digital image capturing techniques. He is no stranger to the Island and has made frequent visits to create and present his work on C.I. over the past few years.

· Phil Mouldycliff, creative director, artist and academic, who has almost thirty years experience in creating large scale, multi-disciplinary projects for live performance, recording, exhibition, installation and radio. He produced the soundtrack, drawings and texts for the Trajectories project.

· Janos Hennicke, scientific advisor and eminent seabird ecologist, currently working in the Grindel Biocentre at the University of Hamburg, whose research into “the flight and plight” of  some of C.I.'s endangered bird species underpins this exciting undertaking. 

· Patricia Power, C.I. project coordinator and advisor, with special responsibility for the presentation and display of material from the Holger Rumpff photographic archive and also for local communications on the Island.. 

· Sarah Teale, exhibitions and Northern hemisphere touring coordinator. She is a highly experienced curator, project manager and fund-raiser, currently employed by the Art Gallery and National Museums of Scotland in Edinburgh, who has worked with many of the team previously.

· Colin Potter, sound engineer and musician, who will have responsibility for recording, producing and distributing all aspects of the sound-works created for this new project. Best known for his work with Nurse With Wound and Faust, he has an international reputation for creating and releasing experimental music on his I.C.R. label. 

· Julian Lees, artist and designer/maker, with specific responsibility for developing a modular framework/ grid structure for wall hanging an appropriate and unified display of work provided by the project's various contributors at each of the site specific venues.
To make Auspex happen we need:

· Significant funding to cover travel, accommodation, artists/curators/advisors fees, expenses, transport, courier costs, commissions for new work, educational workshops/residencies, exhibition and production costs, materials, equipment hire, services, technical support, display materials, marketing, education programme, documentation, CD production and catalogue publication, installation/ performance costs etc.  

(Specifically for C.I.)

· To bring the team out for an initial information gathering period. This would include collecting, collating and processing raw material/data/images/sound for use in an semi-permanent installation at Government House or similar venue.

· Workshop facilities for creating and assembling the modular framework/ grid structure for wall hanging and floor mounting the finished pieces. 

· Storage facilities for housing and processing found-objects/specimens including bones, skins, shells, flotsam and jetsam, in suitable locations e.g. Pink House, School, Arts Centre etc. 

(Specifically for Touring)

· To address the problems, governing the collecting, preservation and transportation of bio-materials.

· To produce a  a substantial publication containing essays, images and a CD/DVD as support material.

Coda:

A book containing images made by Dave Carson and Phil Mouldycliff and a commercially released soundtrack by Phil Mouldycliff and Colin Potter on the ICR label relating to the Trajectories project will shortly be available as support material for this new more ambitious proposal. We are also looking at the possibilities for touring the completed Trajectories package as a performance with Dave's film supported by Potter/Mouldycliff playing live at Planetariums or similar venues in both Australia and Europe. 

From the work we have developed thus far we feel confident that we have the expertise, enthusiasm and proven track record necessary to undertake such a venture and with your help and support it should be possible to produce a significant package that will be both an enduring legacy and a positive promotion of the Island's Ecology.
Venues already expressing interest are:

Horizon, The Planetarium Scitech Perth 

The Manchester Museum UK

In addition we have potential venues at:

The Liverpool Museum UK

The National Museum of Scotland

Possibly?

Domefest Albuquerque New Mexico
